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The biographical sketch of Richard W. Gelatt that 
is given below is from Commemorative Biographical 


Record of Northeastern Pennsylvania (Chicago: J. H. 
Beers and Co., 1900, pp. 1276-1277): 


Kole brotha —> RICHARD W. GELATT, a well-known wagon manufacturer 


at Gelatt, Susquehanna county, is a member of a prom- 
inent pioneer family, and was born at his present 
homestead January 10, 1831. 
The first of the name [of Gelatt] to come to this 
country was George Gelatt, a native of France, who 
took part in the Revolutionary war, and afterward 
settled in Massachusetts. Between 1809 and 1812 he 
came to Susquehanna county, locating upon a farm one 
mile south of the present village of Gelatt, on what 
is known as the Newburg turnpike. He was a devout 
Christian, and helped to found the Baptist Church in 
his locality. He was married in Massachusetts, and 
his wife died in 1849, aged ninety-two years; his 
death occurred in 1852, at the great age of 102 years. 
Their remains now rest in the family burial plot at 
Gelatt. They had the following children: Robert, 
who died at Thompson; George, our subject's father; 
Collins and Jonathan, who died at Thompson; Richard, 
who died in Iowa; and Abigail, who married Ebenezer 
Blanchard, and died in Gelatt. 
George Gelatt (2), our subject's father, was born 
in Massachusetts July 4, 1790, and died in December, 
1865, in Gibson township, Susquehanna county, where 
he had been engaged in farming many years. To the 
last he was interested in public affairs, being an 
ardent supporter of the Republican party, and he was 
also identified prominently with the Baptist Church 
at Jackson, which he helped to build. He was mar- 
ried, on October 14, 1808, to Rebecca Whaly, who died 
in 1822, and on April 21, 1825, he married Susan L. 
Williams, who was born in Connecticut December 17, 
1794, and lived to the age of seventy-five years. By ; 
his first marriage he had children as follows: Clar- fictark W. 
issa, born October 30, 1809, married Somner Griswold, > 
and died in Gibson; John, born March 31, 1812, died heh to 
in Gibson township; Elvira, born in 1814, died aged 
four years; Samantha, born August 25, 1816, married fik baky — 


Griswold Bill, and died in March, 1895; George Wash- 


ington, born August 16, 1818, died in Gibson in 1889; Pathe 4. 


